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Creep-feeding is the feeding of concentrates to suckling 
calves to supplement their mothers' milk. Creep-fed calves 
are usually heavier and fatter at weaning. 
Milk provides the nutrients needed by the suckling calf 
until about three months of age. From three months until 
weaning, milk supplies half or less of the nutrients needed by a 
calf to gain I .5 or more pounds per day. 
Does creep-feeding pay? There is no simple yes or no 
answer. You have to consider a number of production condi-
tions and the market for the calves before deciding whether 
creep-feeding is likely to pay. 
When Is Creep-Feeding Most Likely to Pay? 
• In purebred herds, where you want heavy weaning weight 
and extra bloom on calves. 
• When calves were born in the fall or early winter. Creep-
feeding will usually increase the weaning weight of calves 
born in fall more than those born in the spring, even if 
fall-calving cows are fed well throughout the winter. 
• When pastures are poor for the cow herd during the suckling 
period. Pasture forage is often scant and of low quality 
during July and August unless legumes or hybrid-sudan are 
available. These are the months when creep-feeding is of 
most benefit on many farms. 
e In drouth years. Creep-feeding increases weaning weights 
most in drouth years when pastures are below normal. 
• When there are many first-calf heifers or cows over 11 years 
of age in a herd. 
• In herds that have inherently poor milkers. 
• For steer calves. Creep-feeding is more likely to be prof-
itable for steer calves than for heifer calves if calves will be 
sold as weanling feeders, since steer calves sell for more per 
pound as feeders. In University of Missouri trials, creep-
feeding increased the weaning weight of bull calves more 
than heifer calves born in the fall. 
• When heavier weight feeder cattle sell for more per pound 
than lighter weight feeders. This happens occasionally 
when feeder calf prices are low and grain prices are high . If 
the cost of putting a pound of weight on in the feedlot is 
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more than the selling price per pound for a feeder calf, 
heavier weight calves will sell for more per pound than 
lighter weight calves. 
• When grain prices are low in relation to feeder calf prices . 
Creep-feeding has had a positive effect on the concep-
tion rate of cows with spring calves but a small and insignifi-
cant effect on cows with fall-born calves in University of 
Missouri studies. 
When Is Creep-Feeding Not Likely to Pay? 
• When calves are to be pastured or wintered on roughage 
after weaning to gain before they are finished for slaughter. 
The heavier weaning weight of the creep-fed calves is 
largely offset in this period because of faster gains by the 
lighter-weight , non-creep-fed calves. In a UM study, calves 
born in the fall and creep-fed in winter had lost one-half of 
their extra gain advantage from creep-feeding after they 
were pastured the following summer without creep-feed. 
• If grainjeeding will continue for more than 90 days after 
weaning. The fatter creep-fed calves make slower and less 
efficient gains in the feedlot. 
• If pasture is excellent for the cow herd throughout the 
summer and when creep-fed calves dropped in late winter or 
early spring are to be sold for feeders . When pastures are 
good , creep-feeding gives less increase in weaning weight , 
and a unit of gains requires more feed. Recent research at 
Missouri showed only 20 pounds difference between 
creep-fed and non-creep-fed calves in a lush pasture season . 
Selling price per pound for heavier creep-fed calves will 
likely need to be as high as the price for the lighter-weight, 
non-creep-fed calves to make creep-feeding pay when pas-
tures are this good. 
Expect Extra Gain 
Creep-fed calves will usually weigh 40 to 70 pounds more 
than non-creep-fed calves at seven to eight months of age. A 
summary of many tests shows extra gains ranging from 20 to 
125 pounds with an average of about 60 pounds. Four years of 
work at the University showed creep-feeding increased the 
weaning weight of spring calves by 57 pounds and fall calves 
by 74 pounds. 
You'll Need Extra Feed 
Experimental work has shown that creep-fed calves need 
from 500 to 1,500 pounds of grain to put on 100 pounds of extra 
weaning weight. Expect to use from 700 to 1,000 pounds of 
feed for each 100 pounds of additional weaning weight. 
When pastures are good, the increased weight from creep-
feeding is not put on as efficiently as you rn,ight expect for such 
a young animal. This is because the creep-fed calf does not 
graze as readily as non-creep-fed calves. The calf substitutes 
creep-feed for grass. Also, much of the additional gain is fat 
when the calves are creep-fed on good pasture. Fat gain 
requires more feed than growth gain . 
If it takes 900 pounds of feed for each 100 pounds of extra 
weaning weight and the feed costs six cents a pound, the cost 
of the feed for the weight increase is 54 cents a pound. 
The cost of additional gain is often near the selling price 
for feeders. This is the reason you need a high price per pound 
for the heavier creep-fed calves to make creep-feeding pay. A 
decrease of thre~ to five cents a pound in the selling price of a 
500-pound calf in comparison to a 425- to 450-pound calf can 
offset the net profit made on the 50 to 75 pounds added by 
creep-feeding. 
Creep-Feeder 
Plans for the construction of creep-feeders for calves are 
available from your county extension specialist. The feeder 
needs a roof to protect the feed from rain, and it should hold a 
week ' s supply of feed . Allow one linear foot of trough space 
for each two to three calves. When calves are six to seven 
months of age they will eat around six to seven pounds of feed 
daily. Thus, a feeder that is eight feet long and feeds from both 
sides has sixteen feet oflinear trough space and can handle 30 
to 50 calves . It should have a 30- to 50-bushel capacity. 
The feeder should be portable. Painting it white seems to 
help the calves find it in a green pasture if the feeder is moved 
often with rotation grazing. If a fence is used around the 
feeder to keep cows out, the entrance for the calves should be 
two feet wide by three feet high. Feeders that are not enclosed 
by a fence should be made strong enough to prevent cows 
from tearing them up . 
Location 
Locate the .creep near water or in the shade where cattle 
loaf frequently. Place mineral feeders and backrubbers for 
cows near the creep-!'eeders. A suckling calf will not travel far 
from its mother to eat even the most palatable creep feed. 
Creep-feeding is usually not successful in large pastures 
where there are several watering places. 
Creep Ration for Calves 
Ration 1 2 3 4 
Ground ear corn 797 
Ground shelled-corn 
or milo 476 343 496 
Ground oats 300 400 
Dry molasses 100 100 
Dehy. alfalfa meal 
(17%) 100 
Soybean meal 100 135 185 175 
Cottonseed hulls 200 
Ground limestone 6 5 4 8 
Dicalcium phosphate 9 10 11 11 
Potassium carbonate 5 3 5 
T.M. salt 4 4 4 4 
Vitamin A (5 mill.LU.) X X X X 
TOTAL 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Analysis : 
Crude Protein , % 13 .9 14.2 13 .9 14.0 
TDN,% 70.0 71.0 67.3 70.0 
Crude Fiber,% 7.3 5.9 10.6 7.8 
Calcium, % 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 
Phosphorus ,% 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
Potassium, % 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
Rations 
Try to service the feeder daily. See that the ration is 
feeding down into the trough properly. Remove any damp or 
moldy feeds and don't let the trough get empty. Moldy or 
damp feed can cause calves to go off feed , and they are likely 
to founder when they come back on feed . The same is true if 
the trough is allowed to remain empty for a time. 
A creep ration should contain 14 to 15 percent crude 
protein , 65 to 72 percent total digestible nutrients , 7 to 10 
percent crude fiber, 0.60 percent calcium , 0.50 percent phos-
phorus , I percent potassium, and 3,000 to 5,000 I.U. of vita-
min A per pound. 
Creep rations with more fiber than that supplied by corn is 
usually better, especially in purebred herds. More fiber helps 
protect against founder. 
Ground ear-corn, oats , wheat bran, or alfalfa meal can be 
substituted for part of the ground shelled corn to add bulk. 
Suckling calves make efficient use of whole oats and whole 
shelled-corn. Whole oats alone were a satisfactory creep 
ration for calves in North Dakota State University trials . 
Ground milo can be substituted pound for pound for 
shelled corn , and ground wheat can replace up to 50 percent of 
the total grain in a creep ration. 
Cottonseed meal can replace soybean meal in these creep 
rations . It will supply more fiber and phosphorus than soy-
bean meal . 
Feeding a good quality legume hay as well as grain in a 
creep ration until the herd goes on pasture is desirable for fall 
or winter calves. 
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